
THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 
OF BUSINESS INNOVATION 

LEADERS





At CEEI Asturias, we mean business. 

We have a role to play and we act on it. 
Better yet, we try to get others to act 
with us. So that together we can create 
one big community of excellence, 
innovation, entrepreneurship, and 
impact. 

Which happens exactly what being an 
EU|BIC is all about.





Source: 2020 EU|BIC Impact and Activity Study
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INNOVATION IS 
NOT JUST ABOUT 
TECHNOLOGY.IT 
IS ABOUT 
SOCIETY, IDEAS, 
AND PEOPLE
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TOWARDS A MORE CONNECTED EAP INNOVATION ECOSYSTEM
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WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT Interested to learn more about the 
EU|BIC community?

CONTACT US
LUCA.MAINI@EBN.EU

mailto:LUCA.MAINI@EBN.EU


Join us at the 2020 EBN Congress! 



MEMBER SERVICES

A GLOBAL INNOVATION PARTNER NETWORK 
FAST-TRACKING YOUR CONNECTIVITY  
AND CERTIFYING YOUR VALUE
To articulate the business case for EU|BIC Certification as a business support organisation or for Associate Membership as a non-certifiable 
innovation actor and engaging your team to join the network, the member services overview is a perfect starting place for your organisati-
on. Based on your organisation type, consult here below our member services overview. 

www.ebn.eu

MeMber services

EU|BIC Certification

Training

Meet & Connect

Project 
participation

Matchmaking 
& visibility

Services for your  
client companies

• Accreditation and right to use EU|BIC label*
• EU|BIC Impact Assessment Framework*
• Yearly benchmarking report*  
• Access to EU|BIC Impact and Activity Study results

Full access to EBN’s online skills-building training offer:
• EU|BIC Essentials*
• Access to Finance for BSOs*
• EU Project Essentials

Full access to EBN’s networking offer:
• Annual EBN Congress 
• Annual Tech Camp for Business Advisers and Technical Experts*
• Annual Policy Event
• Best practice sharing and sectorial networking in Special Interest Groups 

• Internationalisation 
• Intellectual Property Rights
• Industry Best Practices

• Dedicated expert support in project initiation and application 
• Preferred partner for participation in (EU-funded) projects
• Opportunities for you and client companies to participate in pro-

ject-sponsored initiatives

• Curated monthly news on EU-policy, funding instruments, industry,  sec-
tor and member developments

• Pro-active matchmaking and assistance by EBN team of EU-project, 
advocacy, investment, internationalisation and funding experts 

• Internationalisation Helpdesk: facilitating knowledge exchange for  
EU|BICs and access to international markets with soft-landing support

• Access to Finance: startup-investor matchmaking events

ready to sign up 
Our Membership Lead is availble to share more details on the membership model best fitted to your situation and to facilitate your signing 
on and entry into the network. You can reach us via email on info@ebn.eu or via phone on +32 (0)2 772 89 00.



SEE VALUE OF INNOVATION SOONER

EU|BIC Member
For innovation centres, business support organisations (accele-
rators, incubators and corporate & academic innovation spin-off 
facilitators), development agencies, science and technology parks 
and other organisations who are eligible to be certified for their 
business support activities. 
*services uniquely available for EU|BIC Members

MeMbership offer

www.ebn.eu

Associate Member
For chambers of commerce, consulting agencies, business schools 
& universities corporates, investors, industry clusters and network 
associations, individuals, and other organisations which are not 
qualified to be a certified business support actors (EU|BICs) and 
which have an interest in partaking and shaping the EBN network. 

We are on a mission to drive economic development and wellbeing in our regions. There are now more than 130 certified EU|BICs and 46 
Associate Members shaping our global community. Becoming an EU|BIC means responding to our mission to use business and innovation 
as a force for regional development with the best possible actions to create vibrant, thriving startups and SMEs. In other words, EU|BICs 
take real steps to ensure that their services are best advantageous to their clients and best advantageous to their regions.

Build relationships  
Connect online and meet in person at events, when your organisati-
on certifies as an EU|BIC, you join a powerful community of business 
leaders, practitioners and innovation partners who can fast-track 
connectivity within your local and the international ecosystem. 

the eu|bic life cycle

Becoming 
Certified 

1

2 Telling Your  
Story 

Why organisations certify

Improve impact
Getting certified and taking the yearly assessment is a powerful 
mechanism to help your company set goals for improvement, deliver 
more value to your clients and your region’s development, and track 
performance over time. As a member, you get access to the neces-
sary training, technical assistance and funding opportunities. 

Amplify voice
The third-party validation that comes with the EU|BIC Certification 
helps your organisation stand out and stand by your mission. The 
EU|BIC label communicates that an organisation is a verified busi-
ness innovation leader when it comes to delivering quality business 
support and empowering entrepreneurial innovators. 

Connecting to 
the Community

3

Improving  
Your Impact

4
Surpassing  
Expectations

5
Recertifying 
with Pride

6

Engage partners
More than ever, people want to do engage with people and orga-
nisations they trust. Earning your EU|BIC Certification is the best 
way to attract best-of-class clients, investment partners and to 
participate in revenue-generating projects that help you deliver on 
your mission.



www.ebn.eu

THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY OF 
BUSINESS INNOVATION LEADERS
EBN provides access to and connects a global partner net-
work of executives, industry leaders and best-of-class in-
novators of all kinds. Enabling you to achieve sustainable 
growth for your business support organisation, strengthen 
your position in the region and beyond, and realise certi-
fied recognition as a valuable contributor to the ever-evol-
ving ecosystem. We are on a mission to drive economic 
development and wellbeing in our regions.

Connecting a Global Innovation Partner Network
EBN (European Business and Innovation Centre Network) is a not-for-profit that serves 
a pan-European, global community of people that use innovative business as a driver 
for regional (economic) development. EBN’s initiatives include EU|BIC certification, 
development and distribution of quality business support programmes, facilitation 
and initiation of project collaborations, global networking and advocacy for excellent 
business support actors like the EU|BICs.

175+

25,000+

650+
Dedicated members
operating in over 29 countries, covering 
the full spectrum of innovation sectors, 
and collaborating for continuous impro-
vement and more impact.  

Client companies
receive support by our members. Bene-
fiting from expertise and programmes 
critical to their growth. 

Business experts
committed to the development and 
growth of entrepreneurial innovators, 
providing high-quality services to sta-
tups, spin-offs and SMEs.

1
Official EU|BIC Certificate
uniquely granted by EBN to mission-aligned 
organisations as the only certification of qua-
lity recognised by the European Commission.

Our Specific MiSSiOn cOMMitMentS
Regional Economic Development From its origins until to-
day, we endeavour to build strong innovation networks that 
support the economic development of European regions. 
Over 4,300 companies supported by EU|BICs created nearly 
20,000 jobs*.

Access to Finance We endeavour to provide a steady 
pipeline of innovative, investment-ready companies and 
foster supportive investment opportunities. Our communi-
ty supported over 5,200 companies with access to finance, 
raising in total over €609+ million in investments*.

1

2

3

4Quality Business Support We conduct our operations in a 
manner that delivers the highest-quality support services as 
possible. Survival rates of companies supported by EU|BICs 
are significantly higher with 94% after first year and 84% were 
still operating after end of support*.

Scaling European Innovation Our pan-European nature 
is a strong assets to bolster the expansion potential of Eu-
ropean startups, scaleups and innovative SMEs. Over 4,700 
companies supported with access to international markets. 
Top 3 destinations: EU (72%), USA (30%) and Asia.(21%)*.
*Source: 2020 EU|BIC Impact and Actitity Study



WHAT ABOUT YOUR GROWTH 
TRAJECTORY?
The EBN ecosystem brings together a wide-variety of business innovation stakeholders from Government 
Organisations, Incubators, Accelerators, Chambers of Commerce, Universities and Business Schools, 
Corporates and Investors, and Clusters and Innovation Parks. Led by EBN, we find, create and participate in 
relevant opportunities committed to the accelerating of both your and your client companies’ journey.

cOntact uS

Poznan Science  
and Technology Park

‘‘Being an EU|BIC is an exciting way to accelerate 
PPNT’s development. The opportunities that come 

with the network of organisations involved in suppor-
ting startups are truly worth exploring!’’  

- Dr Anna Torz, Incubation and Monitoring Expert

VVA Economics & Policy,  
Brussels

“As members of EBN we are able to learn from EU|BICs, 
keeping our skills and knowledge at the forefront of 
innovation, and bring our expertise as consultants 

and advisors to the benefit of the members and their 
startups’’ - Monica Pesce, Managing Director

EU|BIC certification label
Certifying as an EU|BIC goes 
beyond product or service-le-
vel certification. EU|BIC is 
the only certification that 
measures all aspects of your 
organisation’s socio-econo-
mic performance. 

It does not just provide tangi-
ble proof of where you excel 
- it commits you to consider 
your impact on the region. A 
unique position to promote 
to your stakeholders. 

CONNECT

GROW

PROMOTE

Why OrganiSatiOnS jOin

What yOu can expect
Industry best-practices
Virtual and physical events 
to connect with peers, build 
new partnerships and to stay 
on top of the latest methods 
differentiating your BIC and  
accelerating your clients’ 
business.

Project participation 
Discover the world of EU-fun-
ded initiatives. EBN actively 
supports you in increasing 
your knowledge and con-
necting you in a time-saving 
way to new partnerships and 
revenue-generating projects. 

Interested to learn more about the EU|BIC community? Contact us to receive information best-fitted to your position and learn how 
you can join. Our Membership Lead is availble to share more details on how to meet the requirements for EU|BIC certification and the possibi-
lities for you to join. You can reach us via email on info@ebn.eu or via phone on +32 (0)2 772 89 00.

www.ebn.eu

Skills building training 
EBN’s training offering 
focusses on ensuring your 
business continuity. It helped 
hundreds of organisations 
succeed in their region.

Team of dedicated experts 
EBN’s EU-project, funding 
and advocacy experts help 
you find, access and partici-
pate in relevant opportuni-
ties fitting to your growth.


