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Let me introduce you to CESI

 1973 - Computers in Education Society of Ireland

 ‘For anyone with an interest in the potential of technology to enhance the 

teaching and learning experience for all involved in education’.  CESI 

website

 Basic premis – a space for peer to peer support and learning

 Volunteers across all levels of education

 Sometimes described as the  ‘CESI tribe’

 Free to join
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Communicating

Two mailing lists:

Cesi-list@googlegroups.com

>2,000

Cesi-cs@googlegroups.com

>500
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mailto:Cesi-list@googlegroups.com
mailto:Cesi-cs@googlegroups.com


Sample Posts
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Other Activities 
 Annual Conference (next one March 5th 2022)

Occasional Workshops and TeachMeets

Communities of Practice - Meetings

 Department of Education/ICS/PDST/Third Level 

Computer Forum/
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CESI as TPN

 September 2018 LCCS (Leaving Cert Computer Science) 

introduced as a new subject with 40 schools initially and 

was externally examined in 2020 for the first time.

 TPN (Teachers Professional Network)

CESI is the TPN for Computer Science
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Community of Practice Facilitator’s 

Guide

2 year project led by 

Dr. Richard Millwood.
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http://www.cesi.ie/community-of-practice-%e2%80%a2-facilitators-guide/


School Technology Reality Prior to 

Covid

 Digital Strategy for Schools 2015-2020

(currently being reviewed)

 Schools free to decide their own model of ICT 
integration to teaching and learning

 All schools required to have a Digital Learning Plan

 Schools are using centralised systems for administration 
as DE requires information digitally inputted

BUT

Many never used any form of online teaching/learning 
let alone devise and lead on same
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https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Policy-Reports/Digital-Strategy-for-Schools-2015-2020.pdf


Generalisations applicable to varying 

degrees across primary and second level

 Integration of technology – teacher enthusiast/early 

adaptor 

 No provision, financial or otherwise, for technical support

 Ad hoc infrastructural development

 The kit being the driver of innovation and not pedagogy

 Snail pace 
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29th February 2020 first confirmed case of Covid-19 

in Ireland 

a student returning from a school trip to northern 

Italy

(the day of our conference!)

Schools close on Thursday 12th March 2020
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The World Changed!

Get up to speed yesterday!!!

 Hardware/Software – MS 
Teams, Gsuite for 
Education, email, 
apps………..

 Zoom – what’s that?

 Privacy – for both student 
and teacher

 And then how to teach 
remotely!
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Covid 19

Accelerated change in 

unimaginable ways – reactionary 

BUT

Teaching and learning landscape 

is permanently changed for all



Formal support
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https://pdst.ie/learningforallwebinars
https://www.pdst.ie/distancelearning
https://teachercpd.ie/


CESI asked……..

Q. Where do 

teachers learn 

informally in a 

school day?

A.  In the Staffroom, 

around the 

break/lunch table, 

over a cuppa.
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The idea….

Gestating for some time

 A way to reach teachers using video and audio

 Ultimate goal real time chats with anyone joining in

 Recording to facilitate 24/7 access

In reality, small steps
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CESI Staffroom is born
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And….how has it gone?

 To date there have been 20 episodes, starting on 27th

March 2020

 Each recorded

 Topics have included:  One Note, MS Teams, editing 
pdfs, how to manage in the lockdown, GSuite

 Teachers from primary and second level chatting to one 
another

 Viewing numbers to date vary – building up a resource

 Using all avenues to promote
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Where to find it

@cesitweets
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https://twitter.com/cesitweets
https://anchor.fm/cesi-staffroom
https://open.spotify.com/show/7Ggv35ne9ypaq7hQfA4gCz
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6eVJOj0Z2KxQ3EwEpwSl3m-Ditem1AlC
http://www.cesi.ie/the-noticeboard/


And once you have a staffroom……

STAFF ROOM NOTICE 

BOARD

Populated by a 

combination of input 

from each episode 

and from teachers 

sharing what works for 

them
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CESI.CS COP

 Taking the Community of Practice for CS online

 At the outset a topic chosen for people to share on

 Breakout rooms

 Discussions become resources

 Using the Education Centre network

 FREE and ALL WELCOME
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What now for the CESI Staffroom/webinar?

Capturing more stories from the classroom

Getting more teachers involved in the discussions

 Identifying the current issues 

Making sure teaching and learning is at the heart of each session
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Impact on CESI?

 Provided the confidence to run the 2021conference as 

an online event

 Expands possibilities

 Removes geographical barriers
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Final Message

We are a friendly lot from all levels of education and beyond. 

Conference 2022, 5th March

Reimagining:  

Learning After the Pandemic Experience

Keep an eye on the website for registration

It’s free!

www.cesi.ie

Join our mailing list via the website
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http://www.cesi.ie/

